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times strangely over-refined and irrelevant, but always
fresh and instructive, whether to teach or to warn.
The one thing which is missing in them is direct
proof.

He does not satisfy us, but he does greatly interest
us in his way of dealing with the practical con-
sequences of his doctrine, in the manifold develop-
ment of devotion in his communion. What he tells
us reveals two things. By this devotion he is at
once greatly attracted, and he is deeply shocked.
No one can doubt the enthusiasm with which he
has thrown himself into that devotion, an enthusiasm
which, if it was at one time more vehement and
defiant than it is now, is still a most intense element
in his religious convictions. Nor do we feel entitled
to say that in him it interferes with religious ideas and
feelings of a higher order, which we are accustomed
to suppose imperilled by it. It leads him, indeed, to
say things which astonish us, not so much by their
extreme language as by the absence, as it seems to
us, of any ground to say them at all. It forces him
into a championship for statements, in defending
which the utmost that can be done is to frame
ingenious pleas, or to send back a vigorous retort.
It tempts him at times to depart from his generally
broad and fair way of viewing things, as when he
meets the charge that the Son is forgotten for the
Mother, not merely by a denial, but by the rejoinder
that when the Mother is not honoured as the Roman
Church honours her the honour of the Son fails. It